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21. LIFELINE FROM BIRTH TO SCHOOL FOR A CHILD AT RISK (0-5/6 years old)


= presents the general pathway, called ‘life-line’, followed by a child requiring early intervention, from birth till 5 or 6 years, as well as her or his family (provision and responsibilities according to the child’s age).
32. EARLY CHILDHOOD INTERVENTION SERVICES/CENTRES/PROVISION


= provides information on the main characteristics of ECI services, centres or provision: types and names of ECI provision; age range covered; professionals involved and training issues; positive aspects and challenges.
43. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING ECI IN GREECE


64. CONTACTS





	1. LIFELINE FROM BIRTH TO SCHOOL FOR A CHILD AT RISK
(0-5/6 years old)


	Age Range
	During pregancy
	0-8 months
	8 months -2 years
	2-2½ years
	2½-3½ years
	3½-5 years
	5-6 years
	At 6 

	Responsible Services: 

Ministry of National Health and Social Welfare
	Birth control and scanning at hospital; screening at some maternities/ children’s hospitals.
	
	Infant-Nursery Centres
	Nursery (responsibility of local authorities under the Ministry)

	
	
	
	
	Day Care Centres for children with autism and pervasive developmental disorders (8 centres in Greece)

	
	
	
	
	Day Care Centres for children with physical disabilities (6 centres in Greece)

	Ministry of National Education and Religious Affairs
	
	Kindergarten

(special or mainstream)
	Preschool

(special or mainstream)
	School*
(special or mainstream)

	Other
	Home
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Involved Professionals
	Health Service

Paediatric services are offered in public children’s hospitals or private clinics. 

Pedagogical Medical Centres offer mostly diagnostic and advising services. 

Social Service 

Social Welfare services are offered when needed by social workers.

Education Service

Through Educational Services which includes a variety of professionals. 

Educational consultants and special educational consultants are in charge of supervising teachers working in Kindergartens and schools.


* The entrance age of children could be flexible depending on the evaluation by K.D.A.Y.

	2. EARLY CHILDHOOD INTERVENTION SERVICES/CENTRES/PROVISION


	Centres/ Provision
	ECI Centres for deaf
	ECI Centre

for blind


	ECI Centre for mentally retarded


	ECI 

Centres

for

physically disabled
	ECI 

Centres

for

autism

and emotional problems
	Medical Pedagogical Centres
	Diagnostic Assessment and Support Centres (K.D.A.Y.)

	Responsible services
	Ministry of National Health and Social Welfare
	Ministry of National Education and Religious Affairs

	Number of centres/ provision
	3
	1
	1
	6
	8
	88
	54

	Age range of children
	0-4 years
	2½ -4½ years
	0-6 years
	2-6 years
	0-18 years
	0-4/22 years

	Involved Professionals
	Variable. It can be:

Special educators but also social workers, psychologists, doctors, physiotherapists, speech therapists etc. as needed.
	Child-psychiatrists, psychologists, occupational therapists, speech therapists, etc.
	Social Workers, psychologists, psychiatrists, special teachers, speech therapists, physiotherapists, specialists in sign language and orientation for blind.

	Comments
	· ECI services are free for families

· Medical Pedagogical Centres and Diagnostic Assessment and Support Centres offer mainly diagnostic and evaluation services and they have not expanded yet to ECI services.

	Positive aspects
	The last educational law (2817/2000) has resulted to a big change, moving towards an educational model of intervention.

	Challenges
	- More coordination is needed between the Social, Health and Educational Services in order to achieve early intervention for all children with special needs. 

- The new services of the Ministry of Education (K.D.A.Y.) need supervision and ongoing support in order to fully develop and provide comprehensive ECI services.  

	Training issues concerning professionals involved
	Some professionals have specialised in the area of special needs education including early intervention. Most people involved in ECI have received in-service training through seminars. However, universities or other institutes in Greece offer no official training on Early Childhood Intervention. 


	3. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING ECI IN GREECE


Assistance and help for parents and young children began in 1930’s when the first institutes for children with special needs were established in Greece under the Ministry of National Health and Social Welfare. These institutes were mostly residential schools in the big cities of Greece and most of them in addition to schooling offered preschool programs. 
In 1981, special units of care for children and parents were set up under the Law 1143/81. These units offered diagnostic and counseling services in different cities of Greece. Some of these units provide services to rural areas through the mobile units.
During 1984-1986 Early Childhood Intervention Programs for 0-5 year old children were developed in some institutes like the National Institute for the Deaf and the Institute for children with physical disabilities. 
Additionally, Medical Pedagogical Centers under the Ministry of National Health and Social Welfare were developed in major cities throughout Greece in order to provide mainly diagnostic and some support services. Some of these centers are attached to children’s hospitals. 
In 2000 with Special Education Law (L2817/2000), the Ministry of National Education and Religious Affairs established 54 Diagnostic, Assessment and Support Centers in the capital cities of each prefecture in Greece. These centers provide diagnosis, assessment and support to all children mainly 3-22 years old and families who have difficulties. In each center, there is an interdisciplinary team, which consists of special teachers from different educational levels and professionals (social worker, psychologist, child-psychiatrist, physiotherapist, speech therapist, etc). These centers according to their constitution can provide early childhood intervention services for young children and parents who need help.  These centers are new and they have not yet developed comprehensive ECI programs. However the interdisciplinary team undertakes the assessment of the child provides support and counseling for the child and the family and designs the Individualized Educational Plan for each child. By law, the Individualized Educational Plan must include a statement of child’s strengths and difficulties, a statement of major priorities expected to be achieved for the child and the family and a statement of early intervention services or technical aids necessary to meet the unique needs of the child and the family. 
Although these positive developments in the area of early intervention are occurring in Greece at the present time, a large number of young children who need help and their families are not benefiting from these services. Lack of training in the field of early childhood intervention at university level (lately, the Ministry of Education provides funding for seminars), lack of coordination between all different centers and services and comprehensive State policy concerning early childhood intervention are the major shortcomings that have to be overcome in the future, if families in need are to be adequately served.

	4. CONTACTS


Greek Early Childhood Intervention experts involved in the project: 

Name:

Ms. Theoni MAVROGIANNI 

Institution: 
Diagnostic, Assessment and Support Centre 

(K.D.A.Y. Achaia)
Address:

Riga Fereou 2,

GR-26500 Aktaio, Rion, 

Patras

Greece
Fax:

+30 2610-429995

Email:

theomavr@upatras.gr

Name:

Ms. Panagiota VLACHOU 

Institution: 
Special School of Patras (4th)
Address:

Aiolou 44, 26331,

Patras

Greece
Email:

vlachoup@upatras.gr

For contact details of the Greek representatives of the European Agency for Development in Special Needs Education, go to: 

www.european-agency.org  (National Pages)
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