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21. EARLY CHILDHOOD INTERVENTION SERVICES/CENTRES/PROVISION


= provides information on the main characteristics of ECI services or provisions for a child from birth till 6/7 years, as well as for her or his family (places and responsibilities according to the child’s age).
42. CONTACTS




	1. EARLY CHILDHOOD INTERVENTION SERVICES/CENTRES/PROVISION


	Responsible Services
	Age Range

	
	Birth to 3 years
	3-7 years

	Health
	· Neonatal and post-neonatal specialised hospital-based paediatric services

· Child Development Centres or Services in majority of areas. 

· Universal provision from conception to five is provided by health services

· Universal Community Midwifery service up until baby 28 days old but usual handover to universal Health Visiting service at about 10 days old

· Separate specialist paediatric services e.g. physiotherapy, speech and language therapy and occupational therapy services

· Clinical Psychologists available to support parents with specific issues  e.g. crying babies, sleep difficulties

· Birth to Three Matters provides framework for all early years staff to support babies and children in their early learning and development
	· Health Visitor involvement declines at around 5 as the child enters education. 

· Child Development Services often ends at 5 years 

· Universal provision is taken over by education when child is 5 with input from school health and community nursing services

· Clinical psychologists may sometimes be involved with children who have challenging behaviour in this age group

	Education
	· Limited involvement of education services except for deaf or blind children; qualified visiting teacher service for deaf and blind children. 

· Some home-visiting services e.g. Portage before aged 3

· Information and Advice services for parents

· Interveners for deaf/blind children in some areas

· Local family support (Sure Start) in areas of high disadvantage

· Education funds placements in VIP sector

· Limited state school provision but some special schools take children from 2 years
	· Foundation Stage curriculum for all children

· SEN Co-ordinators to support generic early years staff

· Educational Psychologists involved in multi-agency assessment that lead to school placement

· Home visiting in majority of areas

· Part-time education funded placement for all children from 3 years - disabled children not prioritised

· Full time school starts at 5 years

· Majority of disabled children in mainstream schools in primary phase (5-11); some children in SEN units or joint placements with special schools

· Free transport to school available for most disabled children

	Social care
	Limited involvement of social care except when child has multiple disabilities or family problems
	· Increasing involvement for families with children with severe disabilities, more than one disabled child or where parent is disabled

· Family-based short breaks ; Direct Payments allow (assessed as in need) families to purchase their own services


	2. CONTACTS


British Early Childhood Intervention expert involved in the project: 

Name:

Ms. Lesley CAMPBELL
Institution: 
MENCAP
Address:
123 Golden Lane 
London EC1Y 0RT
United Kingdom

Fax:

+ 44 207 696 6930

Email:

 lesley.campbell@mencap.org.uk 
For contact details of the British representatives of the European Agency for Development in Special Needs Education, go to: 

www.european-agency.org  (National Pages)
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