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EARLY CHILDHOOD INTERVENTION IN LUXEMBOURG
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21. LIFELINE FROM BIRTH TO SCHOOL FOR A CHILD AT RISK (0-3/6 years old)


= presents the general pathway, called ‘life-line’, followed by a child requiring early intervention, from birth till 6 years, as well as her or his family (provision and responsibilities according to the child’s age).
32. EARLY CHILDHOOD INTERVENTION SERVICES/CENTRES/PROVISION


= provides information on the main characteristics of ECI services, centres or provision: types and names of ECI provision; age range covered; professionals involved and training issues; positive aspects and challenges.

53. CONTACTS





	1. LIFELINE FROM BIRTH TO SCHOOL FOR A CHILD AT RISK
(0-3/6 years old)


	Age range 
	0-4 years
	3-4 years
	4-6 years
	6 years

	Centres/ Provision
	Home
	Mainstream day-care centres and 2 integrated day-care centres 
	Group of early education


	Preschool
	Mainstream of Special School

	Responsible

Services / Professionals involved
	- Ministry of family, social solidarity and youth;
	- Ministry of Education;

	
	- Doctors;

- Ministry of Health;

- Private institutions and NGOs, refunded by the State
	- Private institutions

- Municipality
	- NGO (Benjamin Club: 8 months-4 years)
	- Ministry of family, social solidarity and youth

	Comments
	Most children stay at home.
	Several day-care centres take also children over 4 years old.
	This is voluntary and was not even possible in every village before 2004.
	
	

	Children at risk
	Children at risk may be helped from one (or several if necessary) ECI centre: at home, in the ECI centre or in a day-care centre.
	Children at risk may have special support in mainstream day-care centres (max. 15 hours per half week). The support person is not necessarily specialised on SEN children.
	There are 2-3 teachers/ educators in a group, so children with disabilities normally do not need special support.
	In mainstream classes, children with disabilities may receive some special support (max. 8 hours per week).


	2. EARLY CHILDHOOD INTERVENTION SERVICES/CENTRES/PROVISION


	Centres/ Provision
	Services of Early Rehabilitation
	Help for the Babies
	Service of Early Ortho-pedagogical intervention 
	School for Visual Impairment

	Responsible Services
	Health
	Health

(South and East Luxembourg)
	Family Ministry
	Education Ministry

	Number of centres/ provision
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Age range of children
	0-4/5 (entering school)
	0-4/6 years
	3-end of school age

	Comments
	- Until 5, when the child is not able to go to school because of social- emotional development
- Children with physical and mental handicap, with emotional and behavioural difficulties, children with orthopaedic problems and children at risk (premature babies and social risks)
	


	Centres/ Provision
	School for 
Language
and special impairment
	Service for detection and training of hearing and  speech/l anguage impairment
	Service for detection and training of visual impairment
	Consultation for new-born babies: (mostly on physical development)

	Responsible Services
	Education Ministry
	Health Ministry (decentralised)
	Health Ministry 
	Private (partially financed by Health Ministry)

	Number of centres/ provision
	1
	1
	2
	In every big municipality. Voluntary.

	Age range of children
	0-end of school age
	All ages
	0-1 year


POSITIVE ASPECTS of Early Childhood Intervention in Luxembourg

· Different therapists and educators are in one centre, so it is rather easy to gather all information about one child and his/her family and not to disturb the family with different advices.

· Meetings with other services (social workers) involved with a same family are possible.
· As there is only one children hospital in Luxembourg, most premature babies and children with a higher risk are sent to ECI.
· In all centres, there are mostly high trained professionals in their various fields, but specialisation in ECI is normally an in-service training.
CHALLENGES for Early Childhood Intervention in Luxembourg
· As the different ECI centres can only hire new professionals when the Ministry involved is conceding a new position, children are on a waiting list, which is irresponsible in early childhood intervention.

· Children with less problems often come too late or do not get ECI at all.

TRAINING ISSUES concerning professionals involved 

· No professional has all the ECI knowledge (about normal development of the child, variation of normal and pathological development, mourning work, family needs, teamwork) and therefore, everyone should have the possibility to undertake further education.

· For further education, in most cases, professionals have to study in foreign countries and it is therefore rather difficult and expensive to arrange further education for everyone. Nevertheless, to go to foreign countries is also positive as it brings ideas and meanings from various standpoints.

	3. CONTACTS


Luxembourg Early Childhood Intervention expert involved in the project: 

Name:

Ms. Josiane BECHET 

Institution: 
Hellef Fir de Puppelchen
Address:
9, Rue Victor Hugo

L-4140 Esch-sur-Alzette
Luxembourg

Email:

josiane.bechet@handitel.lu

For contact details of the Luxembourg representatives of the European Agency for Development in Special Needs Education, go to: 

www.european-agency.org  (National Pages)
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